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POLITICS OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
Objectives of the Course
The purpose of this course is to acquaint the student with the institutions, processes, and policies of the European Union (EU). During the course, we will seek to understand how and why the EU was created, how it operates, where it fits in the international political economy, and what challenges it currently faces. Our emphasis will be on both theory and practice.

Texts
Elizabeth Bomberg and Alexander Stubb (eds.), The European Union: How Does it Work? (Oxford University Press, 2003).

Brent F. Nelsen and Alexander Stubb (eds.), The European Union: Readings on the Theory and Practice of European Integration, 3rd edition (Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2003).

Jeremy Rifkin, The European Dream: How Europe’s Vision of the Future is Quietly Eclipsing the American Dream (Jeremy P. Tarcher/Penguin, 2004).

George Weigel, The Cube and the Cathedral: Europe, America, and Politics Without God, (Basic Books, 2005).

The New York Times
Responsibilities and Requirements
As a responsible student you will be expected to:

1) attend all lectures;

2) complete all of the required reading;

3) participate in class discussions; and

4) keep abreast of current events. 

The assignments for this class include:

1) a midterm exam;

2) a research paper;

3) a simulation;

4) a final exam.

Make-up exams will be given, if necessary, to those with written medical statements, or letters of explanation from the Dean’s office.

Students with disabilities who need academic accommodations should contact the Coordinator of Disability Services. Accommodations must be agreed to before the midterm exam!

Ethical Conduct

Your presence in class signifies that you accept the basic rules of academic honesty. You must not engage in plagiarism or cheating in any form. Such conduct will not be tolerated and will result in severe penalties.

Grading
The four class assignments will carry equal weight in calculating the final grade. Class participation will help decide marginal cases.


COURSE OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
I.
Introduction: An Overview of the European Union

Bomberg and Stubb: Chapter 1
II.
Post-War European Integration: History and Theory

Bomberg and Stubb: Chapter 2
Nelsen and Stubb: Preface, Introduction, Chapters 1-19

Midterm—Approx. Mon., April 13
III.
The Institutions of the European Union

Bomberg and Stubb: Chapter 3

Additional Readings

IV.
Policymaking

Bomberg and Stubb: Chapter 4-5, 7-8 

Nelsen and Stubb: Chapter 25 

Rifkin: entire
V. 
Key Policy Areas



Bomberg and Stubb: Chapter 6, 9-10



Additional Readings

Research Paper—Monday, April 30
Simulation—6:30-9:30 PM, May 14, 15, 21 (these are mandatory meetings!)

VI. 
Contemporary Theory

Nelsen and Stubb: Chapters 20-27
VII. 
European Futures: Problems and Prospects



Bomberg and Stubb: Chapter 11



Weigel: entire


Final Exam—Friday, May 25, 2:30-5:00 pm

Some seek knowledge for the sake of knowledge: that is curiosity;

Others seek knowledge that they may themselves be known: that is vanity;

But there are still others who seek knowledge in order to serve and edify others,

and that is charity.

—St. Bernard of Clairvaux
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