EUSA Economics Interest Section General Meeting
10th Biennial International Conference – Montréal, Québec, Canada.

Meeting held at 12.40pm, May 18th, 2007, Salon C, Le Centre Sheraton
MINUTES
1. Welcoming remarks

Welcoming remarks were made by Patrick Crowley (Co-chair) and the agenda was distributed to members. Apologies were made for the late start of the meeting, and this has now happened on the last two occasions – the Co-chairs undertook to request that the interest section meeting occur in a room that is not used for the session immediately prior to the meeting.

2. Report of co-chairs on activities
David Mayes reported on the activities that had taken place or that had been initiated over the previous 2 years.

a.
Seminar at Wilfrid Laurier University. A one day seminar was organized at WLU in Kitchener/Waterloo, Ontario, Canada in May 2006, and was deemed a success by those who participated. Pierre Siklos, the Director, and the Viessmann Centre for the Study of Europe were thanked for their kind hospitality and help with the organisation. David Laidler gave a talk at the final dinner, and was thanked for taking the time to attend the seminar and deliver his thoughts on some of the papers.
b.
The Section has been asked to contribute to the EUSA Review on a regular basis, and has so far have submitted 4 contributions over the past two years. Volunteers are needed to contribute short descriptions of their research or an overview of an economic issue for the other members of EUSA. Please contact either of the Co-chairs if you wish to contribute.
c.
An electronic discussion list was initiated, hosted by Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi, but very little activity has taken place to date.

d.
According to the new rules for funding of EUSA interest sections, sections now will receive $2.50 of every $5 membership fees for the interest section.  This year it was spent on bringing in Adam Posen as an invited speaker at the conference.

e.
Sponsorship for a panel at this conference was also organised, and thanks once again were given to Pierre Siklos and the Viessmann Centre at Wilfrid Laurier for arranging this.

f.
Lastly, a special lecture was organized for the interest section session at the conference, to be given by Adam Posen, Peterson Institute, Washington DC, entitled “The EU in the 2010s: the 1930s without the violence?”. Joe Figliulo Executive Director of EUSA was thanked for working with the section to fund Adam’s trip to Montreal, and  Adam himself was thanked for agreeing to attend.

3. Future events
a
David Mayes announced that the Federal Reserve Bank of St Louis had agreed to host a workshop for the interest section in 2008. A similar format to the WLU seminar in 2006 would be used, with all members of the section warmly welcome to participate; the call for papers was planned for the not too distant future.

b
It was agreed that a similar approach would be adopted for the next conference, in Los Angeles in 2009, of trying to organize a series of non-overlapping sessions of interest to the members of the section and a lunchtime speaker

c
In response to a request for suggestions, members did not ask for any further events, facilities or activities to be organized over the next two years.
4. Election of new officers

Co-chair Patrick Crowley’s position was up for election. Patrick was thanked for his essential role in starting the section, keeping it going when his co-chair had to withdraw and his continuing energy over the four years. No nominations were received for this position, so on a motion from the floor (Proposal: Jim Rollo, Seconder: Nico Groenendijk), Patrick agreed to serve another 4 year term as co-chair and this was agreed by acclaim.

5. Any other business
No other business was brought forward by members.

6. Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was unanimously passed.

Minutes taken by Patrick Crowley (Co-chair)
